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Q: I would like to know more about your trip in Italy and your days here in Montesilvano during this general assembly. Can you share something about your stay here?

Chiromo: For me this is probably the third time - it's a rich experience. For some of the team members, I think all of them, it's their first time. It has been a very reviving time to be away from the busy schedule at home and to be here. It has given us an opportunity of retrospection looking into ourselves it has also allowed us... introspection to reconstruct ourselves in terms of the relationship between the churches in Italy and the Baptist churches in Zimbabwe. It has been a very rich experience of interacting with people.

Q: Can you introduce your team? Their names, roles and objectives in the church?

Ruvarashe: So, my name is Ruvarashe and I'm one of the children who's under the distant adoption program. I am 15 years old. I'm studying... I'm still in (...)and doing my A-levels 

Chiromo: That would be the third year in secondary school.

Evelyn: My name is Evelyn Gora Phiri ... and I'm the Coordinator of the DAP and I'm also a pastor in Glen Norah baptist Church in Harare, Zimbabwe.

Nakirai: My name is Nakirai Chakafa. I'm the health secretary for the Baptist Convention of Zimbabwe, responsible for the hospital and our clinics.

Alice: My name is Alice Chinaire, I am a full member of Emanuel Baptist church in Harari, Zimbabwe. My pastor is Reverend Chiromo. I am also an administrator for the DAP and I work with children called (...) auxiliary at my church. That's where my passion is, with the children. 

Q: Thank you very much. Well, after 18 years of projects and partnership with the union of Baptist churches in Italy, are there any new areas of collaboration that you see as priorities for the future? What's the next step?

Chiromo: I'm not sure what I would consider new areas, but maybe they can assist me. I tend to see us strengthening the already existing programs. We do have the DAP - which currently includes about 200 children - but I'd like to point out that there are over 85 children on the waiting list that need to be adopted. That certainly is one area that we need to work on more, so that the program can be more effective and we can include more children. I think Evelyn, as DAP coordinator, will let you know that there are over 3 million disadvantaged orphans (in Harare?) and 16.6 million in the country: to have that many is quite a challenge, you know? And the majority of these children's families will end up becoming child-headed families. This way, they end up being absorbed into a society of delinquency and decadence. That is definitely another area where there's plenty of room for improvement. Education is crucial as well. We have started working with children that have finished high school and are now enrolling in universities. Not as part of a program, as for children up to 18 years of age, but supporting young adults where resources are available. After O-level and A-level, our desire is to see these children - no no no, forgive me Lord, not "these" children because they're not "these" - our desire is to see the children become gainfully employed and self-reliant. This will mean considering very seriously the possibility of working with them beyond 18 years of age, so that they can attend University and find a job. With history, a good history. They've come from difficult backgrounds. I hope we can work together to engage children so that they can become independent and move on with life. Change the narrative of their lifestyle and of their families. We have already seen that happening. Evelyn can give you examples of children that are making a difference like Ruvarashe. We hope others will have the opportunity to be here as well. She will continue to strengthen herself and say: "my destiny is to make a difference!". Not only for her but for others as well. 
Regarding our collaboration with Sanyati Baptist Hospital and the clinics, as the secretary, I will leave it to you to answer the question.

Q: I can use the written answers he sent to Antonella, unless you want to add something.

Secretary?: Maybe a few things. I would like to follow Reverend Chiromo's idea of strengthening programs that are already in existence. These programs need to be well-supported throughout the life of an individual, guaranteeing the livelihood of a person. Once this happens the community will identify with the church and acknowledge its significant role in the community. We need people to see children going to school and say: "that's what's good about being a Christian!". And in order for this to happen healthcare is essential. Right now, if she were to get sick with one of the many diseases common throughout the community, what would happen? She wouldn't get first preference because of her history, her background. Whether they attend university or are already employed we must provide this service for them. Get them first preference, early treatment and follow-ups. The health aspect is very important to me.

Chiromo: Probably do what we failed to do sometimes with healthcare professionals from Italy specializing in various areas, coming to Zimbabwe conducting health expos but even relating them with, for example, the University of Zimbabwe being sponsored by the health sector of the Baptist churches. Those are the other things that we would think of. Doctors coming for two weeks, providing voluntary consulting health services to the communities and strengthening that relationship. What about education in the healthcare sector in addition to treatment? Those are, again, some of the areas we could be focusing on more intensely in the future.

Q: How do you think that the collaboration between the Italian and Zimbabwean Baptist churches can contribute not only to social development but also to both the spiritual growth and the witness of faith in our respective communities?

Chiromo: Allow me before I forget: the other area, Antonella, has to do with water. Because of the drought, we would like to begin the construction of boreholes and, as we are already doing, encourage people to move away from the city and acquire pieces of land. This will also impact the agricultural sector. Instead of people always relying on supplies from the outside, we would be enabling them to grow their own crops. You know: vegetables, tomatoes, corn. But that's impossible without water. And with water health concerns such as waterborne diseases come to prominence again. Particularly in the city, with such blockage going on. That is another area, in addition to the ones mentioned, that we would like to explore further. Now, coming back to spirituality and the witnesses...

Q: ... these projects are not only humanitarian aids, but witnesses of faith and of Christianity. What do you think about this?

Chiromo: For us that's the centrality. But we come from a background, where we think health, digging boreholes and working with children stems from our faith in Jesus Christ. We don't subscribe to a dichotomous approach on theology. We believe that the spiritual and the physical are two sides of the same coin and the way we deal with our ecology exemplifies this concept. The way we deal with our social issues and our economy as well. We can't talk about the economy or the ecology or the disadvantaged children without considering our faith in Jesus Christ. It is our hope that the relationship between the Italian Baptist churches and the baptist churches in Zimbabwe is not seen, as I will also point out when I sign the document, as there's someone who gives and someone who receives. It must be seen as mutuality. There are things we don't have. There are some things you have. There are some things you don't have and there are some things we have. We share together and, when we come here, we are revived. For example, this morning when I attended the devotion, I enjoyed it like I do in Zimbabwe. There was that spirituality. So without that element of spirituality in what we do, then we divorce ourselves from a sustainable development. For me, that is important. So, when Paolo comes to Zimbabwe and we meet, we sing, we pray together, I'm also hoping that something happens to your spirit. It is that interchange, that interconnection. I don't see myself coming here as a beggar. You've taught me that I am not begging. You are saying I am a brother, a partner. And that in itself lifts me to higher levels of seeing God. God is concrete, tangible. He's not somebody you sing about and who's foreign, but he's somebody who's present, because of you and the work that you're doing. I'm so happy that this connection is that powerful. It's relieving but it's also empowering. I now need to introspect and say: "am I in line with my divine?". So that I can have his destiny in my life. So somehow you process yourself and you end up getting spiritually enriched, revived. 


